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THE  COURIER 


Charleston,  S,  C. 
Jan,  20th,  1836. 


Office  of  the  Mobile  Register 
Monday,  Jan.  11th 


Indian  Massacre 1 


By  letter  received  in  this  city  by  the  morning's  mail,  via 
New  Orleans,  from  Tanpa  Bay — dated  January  1st,  we  have  accounts 
of  the  massacre  of  a  large  number  of  the  U.  S,  troops  of  that 
place,  by  the  Seminole  Indians.  A  detachment  of  100  men,  under 
the  direction  of  Major  Dade,  Capt,  Gardiner  and  Lieutenants  Bas¬ 
inger,  Mudge,  Henderson,  and  Keais,  and  Dr,  Gatlin  were  des¬ 
patched  on  the  23rd  ult.,  to  join  Gen.  Clinch  at  Fort  King, 

By  the  reports  of  three  survivors  who  arrived  about  a  week 
afterwards,  all  wounded,  intelligence  was  brought  of  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  detachment  by  the  Indians. 

The  account  they  give  is,  that  about  eight  o'clock  on  the 
morning  pf  the  28th,  th^  were  attacked  by  an  overwiielming  number 
of  Indians — Major  Dade  was  shot  immediately — Capt,  Fraser  rode 
forward,  and  was  also  cut  down, — the  remainder  maintained  the 
contest  for  an  hour,  until  they  were  reduced  to  about  thirty  in 
number.  The  Indians  then  retired,  and  the  survivors  almost  all 
wounded,  threw  up  a  slight  breastwork.  The  Indians  returned  to 
the  attack  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  completed  the  slaughter  of  the 
whole  corps.  The  three  survivors  who  reached  Tampa  Bay,  after 
travelling  sixty  miles  through'  the  woods,  add  that  the  negroes 
rushed  in  and  butchered  the  wounded. 

They  describe  the  conduct  of  the  noble  fellows  irtio  perished 
in  the  highest  degree  gallant.  They  obeyed  every  order  and  stood 
their  ground  to  the  last.  The  fight  was  so  close,  that  the  In¬ 
dians  cut  thoE  down  with  knives,  and  they  were  obliged  to  throw 
away  their  guns  or  strike  with  the  butts. 

Major  Belton  is  at  Tampa  Bay  esq^ecting  an  attack,  with  two 
hundred  men,  well  prepared  with  blockhouses  and  stockades. 

It  is  said  to  be  barely  possible  that  Captain  Gardiner  es¬ 
caped. 

Col.  Twiggs  has  chartered  the  steamboat  "Merchaints"  at  New 
Orleans,  to  take  the  U.  S.  troops  there  to  Tampa  Bay. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 

University  of  Florida,  George  A.  Smathers  Libraries 
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THE  COURIER 

New  Ross,  Fla. 
Jan.  12th,  1836. 


The  authorities  here  have  chartered  Capt.  Willey  to  return 
immediately  to  Charleston,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  troops  here 
without  delay.  The  Indians  are  now  in  the  Twelve-Mile  Swamp, 
between  St.  Augustine  and  the  St.  John's,  and  in  such  a  position 
as  to  endanger  every  plantation  on  the  river,  indeed,  unless  we 
have  speedy  assistance,  nothing  can  save  us  from  utter  ruin. 
The  regular  force  is  too  trifling  to  do  anything,  and  the  Middle 
Florida  Mlitia  have  all  gone  home,  so  that  ¥/e  are  left  without 
any  assistance  whatever;  and  our  force  is  too  small  and  scattered 
to  make  any  effectual  resistance  to  such  a  body  of  Indians,  as 
may  now  be  brought  against  us.  I  hope  you  will  use  every  exer¬ 
tion  in  your  power  to  get  troops  sent  to  us  inEnediately.  God  only 
knows  irtiether  they  can  now  be  sent  in  time — but  rest  assured  that 
the  time  for  delay  has  passed.  The  retreat  from  Withlacoochy 
has  left  us  totally  exposed — all  our  mails  are  stopped,  except 
the  Pablo.  I  hope  you  know  me  well  enough  to  be  avrare  that  I 
would  not  make  this  strong  statement,  without  being  fully  as¬ 
sured  of  its  necessity.  Pray  use  all  your  influence  to  get  us 
assistance  without  further  delay,  or  I  say  again,  "the  settle¬ 
ments  on  this  river  will  be  destroyed." 


The  foregoing  editorial  unsigned 


THE  COURIER 


Charleston,  S,  C. 
Friday  morning 
March  11,  1836, 


Excerpt  from  Correspondence  of  the 
Darien  Telegraph 


(From  the  Editor. ) 

Fort  Drane,  (E.  F.,J 

Fed.  27 - X  X  X 


I  gathered  a  very  affecting  piece  of  information  from  Mr, 
Archibald  Bullock,  a  brother  of  the  respected  Editor  of  the  Geor¬ 
gian,  T^om  I  met  at  Fort  King,  and  Trtio  is  a  member  of  the  New 
Orleans  Greys.  It  was  this;  The  army  under  Gen.  Gaines  passed 
the  identical  spot  where  the  dreadful  massacre  of  Major  Dade’s 
company  took  place.  It  was  an  error  to  think  this  gallant  band 
was  taken  by  surprise.  The  very  position  in  which  they  were 
placed  showed  that  they  were  formed  in  regular  battle  order.  The 
fact  was  they  were  overpowered  by  numbers.  The  scene  of  action 
bore  evident  marks  that  every  American  on  the  ground  had  done  his 
duty,  A  breastwork,  about  three  feet  high,  was  found  to  contain 
the  remains  of  such  as  were  able  to  bide  the  storm  until  the  fi¬ 
nal  shower  of  destruction  took  place.  Here  was  recognized  the 
bones  of  the  lamented  Basinger.  Some  of  the  officers,  and  one 
of  the  three  who  escaped  with  life,  knew  his  body  by  a  small 
quantity  of  the  hair  that  once  bestrewed  his  forehead.  It  will 
be  a  consolation  to  his  friends  to  know  that  the  horrid  savage 
took  no  scalp  from  his  head.  Indeed,  abundant  evidence  existed 
to  show  that  the  Indians  left  the  field  precipitately.  A  great 
quantity  of  ornamental  jewellery,  pins,  broaches,  and  gold  watch¬ 
es,  were  found  on  the  officers,  and  upwards  of  $300  in  paper, 
gold  and  silver  was  taken  from  their  pockets.  The  savage  bent 
on  plunder  would  not  have  left  these  articles  if  he  did  not  fear 
a  speedy  retribution  for  his  murders. 

Major  Dade  was  the  first  man  killed,  and  Lieut.  Basinger 
the  last  of  the  officers  destroyed.  An  eye  witness  says  that 
Basinger’s  last  words  were — "Come,  boys,  let  us  sell  our  lives 
as  dearly  as  possible;  ’’the  next  volley  laid  him  low  with  his 
commander.  The  vultures  made  fearful  ravages  on  their  mortal  re¬ 
mains — but  let  us  draw  a  veil  over  this  part  of  the  narrative. 
Gen.  Gaines  had  them  all  decently  interred;  but  surely  American 
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gratitude  "will  not  stop  there.  Let  a  lasting  monument  be  erected 
to  perpetuate  the  names  of  the  highest  and  the  lowest  soldier 
who  fell  on  the  sopt,  performing  a  sacred  duty  to  his  country. 
Let  it  be  at  once  a  monument  of  American  chivalry  and  an  eternal 
mark  of  Indian  turpitude. - " 


> 
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THE  COURIER 

Charleston,  S.  C, 
Friday  morning 


By  the  arrival  of  Gren.  Gaines  from  Tampa  Bay,  we  are  fur¬ 
nished  with  additional  particulars  of  the  massacre  of  the  la¬ 
mented,  but  gallant  Maj,  Dade  and  his  companions.  Gen,  Gaines 
found  the  bodies  of  109,  "whom  he  buried.  The  officers  only  were 
scalped.  They  were  not  stripped  of  their  clothes,  and  their 
flesh  had  dried  on  their  bones.  Their  watches,  money  etc.  were 
found  upon  them.  A  mound  of  nevxly  raised  earth  was  seen  near 
the  place,  beneath  Ti^ich  the  Indians  are  supposed  to  have  buried 
their  dead,  killed  in  the  engagement.  The  bodies  of  a  few  In¬ 
dians  were  found  covered  with  brush,  which  were  probably  dis¬ 
covered  by  them  after  they  had  finished  the  mound.  The  remains 
of  two  wagons  and  parts  of  the  carriage  for  the  field  piece  were 
seen  nearly  consumed. 


Brought  by  Capt.  Willey  of  the  Schooner 
George  and  Mary 
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THE  COURIER 

Monday  morning 
March  14 ,  1836, 


The  folloTidng  statement  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
marched  from  Tampa  Bay  with  Gen,  Gaines,  and  the  particulars  of 
their  march,  furnished  by  Lieut.  T.  Parge,  who  was  one  of  the 
number,  is  possessed  of  interest  at  this  moment.  It  furnishes 
new  incidents  relating  to  the  tragic  massacre  of  Major  Dade  and 
his  companies — x  x  x 

"They  (Gen.  Gaines  and  companies)  marched  from  Tampa  Bay, 
Florida,  on  Saturday,  13th  Feb,,  arrived  at  the  river  Alifa  on 
the  14th,  on  the  17th  burnt  an  Indian  and  negro  village.  They 
arrived  at  Major  Dade's  battle  ground  on  Saturday,  20th,  at  nine 
o'clock. 

"The  scene  will  never  be  effaced  from  memory  of  the  be¬ 
holders,  Rhe  skeletons  of  the  slain  lay  in  the  position  in  iniiich 
they  were  shot.  As  the  flesh  was  decayed  it  was  difficult  to  de¬ 
cide  whether  they  had  been  scalped.  The  ground  was  favorable  to 
the  troops,  being  thickly  timbered  with  pine  trees,  without  un¬ 
derbrush.  The  Indians  must  have  relied  on  their  numbers,  as 
they  could  have  chosen  many  better  places  for  the  attack.  The 
bodies  of  the  officers  were  identified.  Major  Dade's  was  found 
stript  between  the  advance  guard  and  the  head  of  the  coltmm, 
Capt.  Fraser's  was  found  near  him,  and  from  the  position  of  the 
body,  and  a  rope  Ijd-ng  ty  it,  I  conjecture  he  was  taken  wounded, 
tied,  and  tortured;  it  was  recognized  by  his  breast  pin,  Lieut. 
I'^udge  lay  by  a  tree,  two  soldiers  near  him.  He  had  a  ring  on 
his  finger,  four  gold  pieces  in  his  pocket,  and  an  officer's  cap. 
Gapt.  Gardiner,  Lieuts,  Basinger,  Henderson,  and  Keais,  (Kean) 
lay  inside  of  the  breastwork,  with  which  they  surrounded  them¬ 
selves  by  falling  trees  to  the  height  of,  three  logs.  Dr.  Gatlin 
was  found  outside,  identified  by  his  stock.  The  oxen,  that  drew 
the  cannon,  lay  where  they  were  shot,  as  well  as  the  horses  in 
the  cart.  The  cannon  was  found  a  short  distance  off  in  the  wa¬ 
ter,  where  the  Indians  had  concealed  it.  Considerable  sums  of 
money  were  found  in  the  belts  of  the  soldiers ;but  neither  swords, 
muskets,  or  ammunition.  Three  graves  were  dug.  The  officers, 
eight  in  number,  were  deposited  in  one,  and  ninety-eight  sol¬ 
diers  in  the  others.  The  cannon  was  placed  in  the  officers' 
grave,  and  the  bushes  over  it, - " 
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THE  COURIER 

Charleston,  S,  C, 
April  13,  1836. 


Jacksonville,  (E.  F.)  April  7 


"During  the  course  of  the  funeral  honor  paid  to  the  com¬ 
panions  of  Major  Dade,  a  most  affecting  scene  was  witnessed.  Hav¬ 
ing  deposited  the  bodies  in  their  lone  grave,  as  the  men  marched 
around  the  simple  mausoleum,  the  proudest,  hardest  heart  was 
melted  to  tears.  No  eye  was  found  which  could  refuse  this  sin¬ 
cere  tribute  to  their  memories.  There  was  no  earthly  pomp,  no 
vain  pageant  to  detract  from  the  solemn  realities  before  them. 
In  the  wide  wilderness,  the  scene  of  their  valor,  their  gal¬ 
lant,  tragic  death,  they  were  paying  those  last  sad  rites  to 
their  slaughtered  brethern.  The  canopy  of  heaven  above,  the 
forest  stillness  around — imagination  can  not  well  picture  a  scene 
more  sublimely  solemn.  The  inspiration  of  a  Sigourney  or  a  Lee, 
might  find  here  a  theme — might  here  pluck  the  flowers  of  the 
wilderness  to  deck  the  grave  of  that  Spartan  band,  ti^o  though 
"unknelled"  should  not  be  "unhonored  and  unsung." 
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FLORIDA  HERALD 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Monday,  August  15,  1842. 


Funeral  Obsequies  of  Major  Dade  and  His  Command. 


Pursuant  to  arrangements  previously  made,  the  order  for 
which  we  published  last  week,  the  remains  of  the  command  of  the 
late  Maj.  F.  L.  Dade,  who  was  massacred  near  the  Withlacoochee 
river,  together  with  the  remains  of  a  number  of  officers  who  have 
died  in  Florida  were  brought  to  this  city  and  buried  this  day  at 
St.  Francis  Barracks  with  the  honors  of  war. 

At  half  past  ten  o'clock,  a  gun  announced  that  the  remains 
with  their  escort  had  arrived  in  the  vicinity  and  were  moving 
into  the  city. 

On  reaching  St.  Sebastian  Bridge  the  Masonic  Frateimty  and 
the  volunteer  company  of  St.  Augustine  City  Guards  joined  the 
procession.  At  the  public  square  the  City  Authorities,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  courts  took  their  places. 

The  whole  then  marched  through  George  and  St. Francis  Streets 
to  1-Iarine  Street  in  front  of  the  Barracks  and  thence  to  the  place 
of  interment  in  the  following  order. 


Escort 


Composed  of  two  companies  of  T^ird  Artillery  and 
two  companies  of  the  Eighth  Infantry 

Colors  of  the  Eighth  Infantry 

Band  of  Eighth  Infantry 

Field  Music  of  the  Artillery 

Clergy 


Platoon  - 
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Pall  Bearers 

Pall  Bearers 

Pall  Bearers 


> 

Honor 

Band  of  the  Fourth  Infantry. 

Field  Music  of  the  Eighth  Infantry. 

Gapt.  Page’s  Company  -  Fourth  Infantry 

Colors  of  the  Fourth  Infantry 

One  Company  -  Eighth  Infantry 

Colors  of  the  Third  Infantry 
Medical  Faculty 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  St,  Augustine 
Members  of  the  Bar  and  Officers  of 
the  Court, 

Masonic  Fraternity 
St,  Augustine  City  Guards 


Pall  Bearers 
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Pall  Bearers 
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Citizens  generally 
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The  escort  was  conmianded  by  Major  Belknap,  Fourth  Infantry. 

At  the  grave  the  Rev.  Mr.  Waters  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
delivered  an  address,  suitable  to  the  solemn  occasion  after  which 
the  burial  service  of  the  Episcopal  Church  was  read  by  J.J.  Beard, 
Esq,,  and  the  concluding  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Axtell 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  names  of  those  interred  were  then 
read  by  Lieut.  Thos.  Jordan,  Third  Infantry.  We  regret  that  we 
were  unable  to  procure  a  list  in  time  for  this  paper. 

The  remains  were  then  deposited  in  the  vaults  prepared  for 
their  receptions,  and  the  usual  three  rounds  of  musketry  con¬ 
cluded  the  ceremonies. 

During  the  ceremony  minute  guns  were  fired.  After  its  con¬ 
clusion  half-hour  guns  were  fired  until  sunset. 

The  whole  was  a  grand  and  imposing  spectacle.  We  had  the 
opportunity  of  viewing  from  an  elevation  the  procession  as  it 
marched  across  the  causeway  of  St.  Sebastian  River,  towards  the 
city,  and  to  our  eye  nothing  could  be  more  grand  than  the  mil¬ 
itary  phalanx,  as  it  stood  out  in  bold  relief  from  surrounding 
objects.  The  fine  band  of  the  Fourth  and  Eighth  Infantries  play¬ 
ing  soft  and  plaintive  airs  and  the  slow  tread  of  the  soldiery 
with  their  colors  shrouded  in  mourning  told  the  spectators  that 
this  was  no  ordinary  occasion,  and  that  their  visit  here  was  one 
of  funereal  solemnity,  and  that  they  were  engaged  in  paying  the 
last  tribute  of  honor  to  their  deceased  compatriots  who  had  fal¬ 
len  in  the  battle  field  in  their  country's  cause. 

It  must  be  a  gratification  to  the  relatives  and  friends  of 
these  honored  remains  to  know  that  a  permanent  resting  place  has 
been  prepared  for  them  and  they  deposited  in  it  no  more  to  be 
disturbed  until  that  day  when  earth  and  sea  shall  be  called  to 
yield  up  their  dead. 

The  monuments  are  simple  mounds  of  earth,  surmounted  by  pyr¬ 
amids  in  the  Egyptian  style,  very  plain  and  neat.  The  remains 
are  deposited  in  vaults  beneath. 

No  accident  of  any  kind  occurred  during  the  day. 

V/e  understand  a  Masonic  address  was  delivered  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  on  this  occasion  by  D,  W.  Whitehurst,  Esq.,  a  member 
of  the  Fraternity. 
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FLORIDA  HERALD 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Monday,  August  8,  1842. 


Headquarters,  Military  Dep.,  No.  9) 
Cedar  Keys,  July  25,  1842.) 


Order,  No.  25. 


I.  The  remains  of  officers  udio  have  been  killed  in  battle 
or  who  have  died  in  service  including  those  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers,  being  the  entire  command  save  two,  who 
fell  with  Major  Dade,  as  also  those  of  several  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  who  fell  under  peculiar  circumstances  of 
gallantry  and  conduct,  have  been  gathered  and  transferred  to 
St,  Augustine  where  suitable  vaults  are  constructed  for  their 
final  reception,  over  which  unostentatious  monuments  will  be 
erected  to  the  memories  of  our  late  comrades.  For  this  purpose 
the  sufficient  pecuniary  means  have  been  raised  by  the  voluntary 
subscription  of  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  this  ccmimand.  ^ 

II.  The  ceremony  of  interment  will  take  place  at  St.  Au¬ 
gustine  on  the  15th  day  of  August  next,  on  which  occasion  every 
corps  now  serving  in  the  Territory  will  be  represented;  as  well 
as  every  grade  (from  Lieut.  Colonel  to  private)  of  those  to  tdiose 
memory  is  designed  this  mark  of  respect. 

III.  The  senior  officer  of  the  line  will  act  as  Field  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  day,  and  will  conduct  the  ceremony  according  to  the 
established  rules  of  the  service. 

IV.  The  funeral  escort  will  consist  of  as  many  Companies, 
not  exceeding  six,  as  can  be  assembled  vrithout  inconvenience  to 
the  service. 

V.  On  the  day  of  interment  the  flags  at  the  different 
stations  will  be  displayed  at  half-mast.  Half-hour  guns  will 
be  fired  fran  meridian  to  sun-down,  and  minute  guns,  at  the  place 
of  interment,  during  the  ceremony. 


By  order  of  Colonel  Worth 
(signed)  S.  Cooper 


Asst.  Adgt.  Gen 
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Head  Quarters,  St.  Johns  Dist., 


Palatka,  E.  F. 
August  6th,  1842. 


The  citizens  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  and  of  Flor¬ 
ida  generally  are  respectfully  invited  to  join  in  the  procession 
on  the  15th  inst. — the  arrangements  for  vriiich  will  be  published 
hereafter. 


> 


By  order  of  Maj.  Belknap. 
A.  T,  Lee,  Eighth  Infantry 
Lieut,  and  Dist.  Adjt. 
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THE  NEWS 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
August  20th,  1842. 


The  burial  of  Major  F.  L,  Dade’s  martyred  dead,  and  those 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have  died  in  Florida,  took  place  on 
Monday  last.  So  solemn  and  interesting  an  event  excited  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  the  liveliest  sympathy  and  feeling  and  af¬ 
forded  them  by  joining  in  with  the  military,  the  heartfelt  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  commingling  their  tears  in  union  with  those  vdio 
had  assembled  to  pay  the  last  sad  duties  of  love  to  their  fallen 
comrades.  At  half  past  ten,  a  gun  was  fired  from  the  battery  in 
front  of  the  green,  by  a  detail  of  Third  Artillery  under  Lieut. 
Churchill,  when  the  Mayor  and  Council,  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
and  the  St.  Augustine  City  Guards,  under  Capt,  P.  R.  Lopez,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  St.  Sebastian  Bridge  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
remains.  In  a  short  time,  the  melancholy  wail  of  music  was  heard 
in  the  distance — the  bright  glitter  of  arms  was  seen  glancing 
among  the  deep  green  of  the  woods,  and  the  wagons  covered  with 
the  stars  and  stripes,  containing  all  that  was  of  the  honored 
dead,  moved  slowly  onward.  It  was  indeed  a  brilliant,  a  mel¬ 
ancholy  spectacle.  On  arriving  at  the  public  square  the  cor¬ 
tege  Tidieeled  to  the  right,  and  proceeding  up  George  Street,  con¬ 
tinued  down  St.  Francis  Street,  when  moving  up  Marine  Street 
they  were  brought  to  the  spot  appropriated  for  interment,  the 
garden  at  St.  Francis'  Barracks. 

The  procession  under  the  orders  of  Major  Belknap,  Eighth 
Infantry. 

Capt,  Gwyne,  Eighth  Infantry  commanding  the  escort;  Lieut. 
A,  T.  Lee,  Acting  Adjutant. 


Escort 
Composed  of 

Company  K,  Eighth  Infantry  -  Lieut.  J.  Selden 
”  A,  ”  «  "  L.  Smith 

"  B,  Third  Artillery  "  W.  H,  Snover 

"  E,  "  "  '»  B.  Brag 

Colors  and  Band  of  the  Eighth  Infantry 

Field  Music  of  the  Artillery 
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Lieut.  Brenham. 
U.S.  Engineers. 


•  Dr.  Martin. 


U.S.  Army. 


Major  Van  Ness. 
Pay-Master. 


Lieut-Col.  Hunt 
D.Q,.M.  Gen. 
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Lieut.  Jordan. 
Third  Infantry. 


Gapt.  Hanham. 
Act’g  Ord,  Offr. 


Gapt.  Seawell. 
Seventh  Infantry. 


Gapt.  Graham. 
Fourth  Infantry. 
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Platoon  of  the  Guard  of  Honor — Lieut.  Wallen 
Colors  and  Band  of  the  Third  Infantry 
Field  Music  of  the  Eighth  Infantry 

Company  F,  Fourth  Infantry - Capt,  Page 

'•  C,  Eighth  '•  "  Kello 

Medical  Faculty 

Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  St,  Augustine 
Members  of  the  Bar  and  Officers  of  the  Courts. 
Masonic  Fraternity 

St.  Aug\3stine  City  Guards  -  Capt.  P.  R.  Lopez. 
Citizens  generally,  of  St.  Augustine. 


The  remains  being  removed  from  wagons,  amid  the  firing  of 
minute  guns,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Waters  of  the  Catholic  Church  ad¬ 
dressed  the  assenibled  multitude  with  great  eloquence  and  beauty 
The  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church  were  read  by  John  Beard, 
Esq,,  and  a  concluding  prayer  offered  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Axtell. 
The  remains  were  then  placed  in  vaults  prepared  for  their  re¬ 
ception;  and  after  a  salute  of  rausquetry,  the  troops  retired,  and 
were  marched  into  quarters.  The  Masonic  Fraternity  proceeded 
from  the  tombs  to  the  Presbyt-erian  Church  ifiihere  a  monody  on  the 
dead  was  pronounced  by  D.  W.  Whitehurst,  Esq.  Half-hour  guns 
were  fired  until  sunset,  closing  the  solemnities  of  the  day. 

And  thus  closed  the  honors  awarded  the  victims  of  Indian 
treachery,  battle  and  disease.  From  the  Withlacoochee,  whose 
banks  have  drunk  the  blood  of  Izard  to  the  Okachobee,  the  field 
of  fame  as  of  death — from  the  plain  where  untimely  fell  Mellon, 
McNeil,  and  Sanderson,  to  the  rivers  of  our  Atlantic  border — 
has  the  earth  given  up  in  part  its  dead,  to  rest  among  us.  The 
stream,  the  lake,  the  margins  of  our  rivers  had  witnessed  the 
daring  of  these  gallant  spirits — the  open  pine  barren  had  re¬ 
sounded  with  fire  of  their  musketry,  and  the  grass — water — - 
heard  their  rifles  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  Gathered  by  their 
companions  in  danger  and  glory,  frcan  the  recesses  of  the  forest 
and  the  solitude  of  the  plain,  to  rest  amid  the  habitations  of 
man  and  civilized  life,  we  have  them; - 
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Sepulchered  among  the  green  of  the  orange  tree  and  the  aroma 
of  its  flower,  with  the  shadov/s  of  our  country's  flag,  as  its 
folds  catch  the  breeze  from  the  staff  of  the  coupola,  resting  on 
their  tomb,  amid  the  booming  morning  gun,  the  clear  note  of  the 
bugle,  the  music  of  the  drum,  the  ring  of  the  musket,  and  with¬ 
in  the  quarters  of  the  garrison.  Fitting  home  for  the  martyred 
and  the  honored  dead!  And  when  we,  who  have  been  the  witnesses 
of  this  melancholy  scene,  shall  have  passed  away — when  the  wilds 
of  our  border  shall  have  again  bloom^  with  culture  and  its  sol¬ 
itude  send  forth  the  busy  hum  of  men,  and  the  song  of  thanks¬ 
giving  in  grateful  voices  be  heard  in  the  land — that  hallowed 
ground  will  be  the  resting  spot  of  the  pilgrim  as  he  bends  at 
the  sepulchre  of  the  dead U— -from  which  the  fires  of  his  patriot¬ 
ism  should  they  ever  grow  cold,  will  be  kindled  anew  as  he  treads 
the  sacred  abiding  place  of  these  honored  remains. 

The  tombs,  three  in  number,  erected  by  the  troops  of  the 
post,  in  which  the  remains  are  deposited,  are  vaults  each  about 
ten  feet  square  surmounted  by  a  pyramid  of  five  feet  in  height, 
rising  from  a  grassy  mound,  enclosing  the  body  of  the  tomb.  It 
is  designed  to  cover  these  pyramids  entirely  with  marble, -on 
which  will  be  placed  the  names  of  all  other  officers  who  have 
died  or  been  killed  in  Florida,  in  addition  to  those  deposited 
beneath. 
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